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Equipping Faithful Men

A.  The Gospel

   2.  “The Penalty of Sin”

Scripture Study:  Romans 6:15-23

Memory Verse:  Romans 6:23



Date memorized_______________

Reflection

Haven’t you wondered at times, if sin is so terrible, then why is it so attractive?  Think about it.  Doesn’t it seem strange that the behavior the Bible condemns as sinful all too often tends to be the ‘attractive’… ‘attention getting’…‘exciting thing’ to do?

Perhaps that’s why many Christians try to “walk the fence”.  Sin attracts and Christians also know that God’s grace is always available to offer forgiveness.  So, why not the best of two worlds?  What we tend to forget is the power and consequences of sin.  Sin has the power to enslave us.  It’s like a trap.  As one man wrote: “Sin begets sin.  The first time we do a wrong thing, we may do it with hesitation, a tremor, and a shudder.  The second time we do it, it is easier; but if we go on doing it, it becomes effortless; sin loses its terror.  Suddenly, we can’t stop!  The behavior, the addiction, the words, the action has us in its grip!  Now it becomes next to impossible to stop.”

The good news of the Gospel is that sins indeed can be forgiven.  The bad news is some scars cannot be erased.  The question is whose slave are you?   You belong to your choice and you will become like the one to whom you belong.  Never forget, choices have consequences.

A. Background Study

1. Read Rom. 6:15-16 in light of Matt. 6:24; John 8:34; II Pet. 2:19—Put into your own words what they tell you?

2. Why is it dangerous for a person to continue to sin willfully? (6:15-18)
· How has a Christian been set free from sin?  What does this mean?  (6:17-18; 6:5-7).
· What does Paul mean in vs. 18 that a Christian becomes a “slave to righteousness”?  (John 8:31-36.)
3. What is the key to living a life that pleases God?  (6:19).

· How does sin destroy a person’s life and what are the benefits of righteous living?

4.   Read Rom. 6:20-23.  Here Paul spells out the end results of our choices—either    yielding to sin or yielding to God.  What are the two end results?

B. Memory Verse:  Rom. 6:23
1.  Explain the meaning of the word “death” here?  (Deut. 30:19-20; John 5:25-29; Rev. 20:11-15).

2. What is the difference between “wages” and a “free gift”?

3. If a person tells you that he’s trying to “live a good life, and that God will understand”, what can you tell him from God’s word?  (Gal. 6:7-9;
      Rom. 3:10-11)

4.  How has this passage helped you in sharing the Christian faith with an unbeliever?

